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Dear Professor KAWABATA

We are so sorry to hear the terrible news of earthquake, tsunami as well as nuclear explosion in Northeast Japan. On behalf of the Taiwan
Society of Perinatology, we would like to express our sincerest concerns and warmest regards to all the doctors, nurses, colleagues, as well as
all the people in Japan. Hope everything is OK at Gifu.

As you know, we had a wonderful time to participate the Japan-Taiwan Symposium on OB/GYN Ultrasound and Perinatology at Sendai in
2007. We are very grateful to your hospitality and are deeply impressed by your magnificent achievements in science and technology,
especially in Perinatology.

We wish you and your people will recover as soon as possible. Above all, we strongly believe Japan will stand up very rapidly from the
disaster. Should you have any questions or requests, please do not hesitate to inform us. We will do our best we can to assist you.

By the way, we would like to reassure that we will attend the Japan-Taiwan Symposium on OB/GYN Ultrasound and Perinatology at Gifu on
time. See you at Gifu in the summer, 2011,

God bless Japan. God bless Taiwan.

Best wishes,

Fong-Ming CHANG, MD, PhD# #4472 ¥ &, Po-Jen Cheng, MD ¥4 4=#%4 2 &, Jin-Chung SHIH, MD, PhD# % + &/ ¥ ¥ &, TSOP & # A
EfEe

Kawabata#( 3% &) &
Dear Prof. Fong-Ming Chang, Po-Jen Cheng, Jin-Chung Shih:
Thank you very much for your kind mail. Fortunately, we are safe. Our friends in Tohoku area are working hard as usual. But nuclear trouble

is so much serious. Japanese condition is unstable now. Please do not worry about it much. We will stand up and Japan will recover very soon.

We thank you again for your sympathy.

I am looking forward to seeing you soon in my home, Gifu.
With warmest regards,

JI| # f B

TR R RE A

Ichiro Kawabata,M.D.

Director

Dept.of Maternal and Fetal Medicine

National Hospital Organization Nagara Medical Center
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Exploring the relationship between preterm placental calcification and adverse maternal and fetal outcome.

Chen KH (BfiBI#) » Chen LR (BEEAII) » Lee YH (FH#FE)
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Buddhist Tzu Chi General Hospital, Taipei Branch, Taipei, Taiwan

OBJECTIVES © To explore the relationship between preterm placental calcification and adverse pregnancy outcome, including maternal and fetal
outcomes.

METHODS * In this prospective cohort study, monthly ultrasonography was performed starting at 28 weeks' gestation to establish the diagnosis of
Grade IIT placental calcification. Women were classified into three groups: Group 1, the early preterm group, with placental calcification found prior
to 32 weeks (n=63); Group 2, the late preterm group, with placental calcification found between 32 and 36 weeks (n=192); and Group 3, the control
group, without placental calcification noted between 28 and 36 weeks (n=521). Women who smoked cigarettes or drank alcohol during pregnancy, or
who had hypertension, diabetes, significant antenatal anemia or placenta previa were all excluded. Logistic regression analysis was used to estimate
the risks of adverse pregnancy outcome in Groups 1 and 2 by calculating odds ratios (OR) with 95% Cls, adjusted by maternal age, body mass index,
economic status, marital status, type of delivery and parity.

RESULTS: Risks for adverse maternal outcome including postpartum hemorrhage (OR, 3.43; 95% CI, 1.251-9.38R), placental abruption (OR, 6.52;
95% CI, 1.356-31.382) and maternal transfer to the intensive care unit (OR, 9.76; 95% CI, 1.826-52.195) and for adverse fetal outcomes including
preterm birth (OR, 4.20; 95% CI, 1.775-9.940), low birth weight (OR, 4.58; 95% CI, 2.201-9.522), low Apgar score (OR, 6.53; 95% CI, 2.116-20.142)
and neonatal death (OR, 9.04; 95% CI, 1.722-47.411) were much higher in Group 1 than in Group 3. In contrast, there were no significant differences
in adverse pregnancy outcome between Groups 2 and 3.

CONCLUSIONS - Early preterm placental calcification is associated with a higher incidence of adverse pregnancy outcome, and may serve as an
indicator of adverse maternal and fetal outcomes when noted on ultrasonography. Conversely, women with late preterm placental calcification are not
at greater risk for adverse pregnancy outcome.
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